
Minutes of Allstone Liaison Group meeting

Date: 13th December 2022
Venue: Virtual meeting

Attendees:

Robin Heffter (RH): Commercial Director, Allstone
Paul Duncliffe (PD): Agent for Allstone (Chair)
Sarah Pearse (SP): Gloucestershire County Council
Linda Tiownsend (LT): Gloucestershire County Council
Nick Bainton (NB)
Brendan Keegan (BK): Environment Agency
Julie Turner (JT): Gloucester City Council
Councillor Anne Radley (AR): Local Ward Councillor/Local Community Representative
Scott Claridge (SC): prospective Local Community Representative


PD:   Introduced Scott Claridge to the meeting. Scott has expressed an interest in being a Local
         Community Representative as a replacement for Jonathan Ingleby.

SC:   Introduced himself and informed the meeting that he was new to the area and would like to 
         be involved with the Liaison Group.

SP:   Enquired whether Scott was an employee of Allstone.

SC:   Confirmed that he was not an employee of Allstone.

PD:  Asked Members of the Group whether it was agreed that Scott could be appointed as a 
        Member of the Liaison Group. This was unanimously agreed by all Members.

PD:  Asked for the Minutes of the Liaison Group meeting held on the 27th September 2022 to be 
        approved. All Members of the Liaison Group except Councillor Anne Radley agreed that the 
        Minutes of the meeting could be approved.

PD:  Enquired with Councillor Radley why she was not willing to approve the Minutes of the 
        meeting held on the 27th September 2022.

AR:  Advised that she had not read the Minutes of the meeting and was not willing to approve 
        the Minutes without reading them first.

PD:  Advised that Councillor Radley’s refusal to approve the Minutes at the meeting would be 
        recorded in the next Minutes.




RH:   Provided an update on the following matters:

· An existing wall had been replaced at the rear of the site. The new wall is more substantial and structurally safer and would help with noise attenuation in this part of the site. The height of the replacement wall was approximately 4.1 metres.

· Repair work has been undertaken to the surfacing to the side/rear of the waste transfer station building. This would help reduce noise and was part and parcel of on-going maintenance of the site.

· A new JCB telehandler had been purchased to replace the existing gelehandler. The new machine was fitted with white noise and the bleeper had been adjusted.

· Speed signs are due to be installed in early 2023 at the main entrance to the site. This is to ensure that all vehicles attending the site respect site speed limits.

· Any new plant/vehicles purchased will be fitted with an “engine stop function”. This will mean that any vehicles cannot have their engines idling for more than 1 minute without the engine stop function kicking in. This measure is to assist with general environmental considerations.

· Allstone had distributed salt to the local area during the recent poor weather.


SP:   Advised that the new replacement wall would require planning permission.

AR:  Enquired where the new wall was located so she could explain to local residents.

RH:  Clarified where the new wall was located.

AR:  Made reference to bleepers and used the expression “angry grass hoppers”.

RH:  Advised that this particular machine noise was in fact from the adjoining Breedon Concrete 
        works. 

JT:   Enquired what was the new surfacing material.

RH: Confirmed that the new surfacing material was concrete.

LT:  Provided an update on GCC Planning Applicatiion reference 22/0033/GLMAJW as follows:

· The application was validated on the 12th September
· 98 residents/businesses had been consulted about the application
· 43 objections had been received
· No statutory consultees had objected but requests had been made for additional information by some of the consultees.
· A time extension had been agreed with the Applicant.
· Further information had been requested about the new washplant.
· An extension to the Screening Opinion had been agreed with the Applicant.

PD:  Advised that additional information was currently being prepared.

SP:   Advised that the new washplant was unauthorised and should be included in the current 
         planning application.

NB:  Advised he had received a recent e-mail which raised concerns about the potential impacts 
        from the new washplant and reinforced Sarah Pearse’s view that the new washplant was 
        unauthorised and that GCC’s advice is that further work on the washplant would be progessed 
        at risk.

SP:  Advised that a potential Visual Impact Assessment might be required for the new washplant.

AR:  Referred to potential visual impact from people on trains entering the City whilst also 
        acknowledging that this approach to the City contained many other urban features and  
        substantial buildings.

PD:  Asked for an update on any complaints that had been received.

BK:  No complaints had been made to the EA.

NB: Advised that 2 matters had been raised, as follows:

· Report of vehicles leaving the site (6 vehicles in total) in breach of the hours of working planning condition. Advised that this alleged breach had been investigated but there was no evidence to suggest any breach had in fact taken place.
· The new washplant had raised public interest and communication had been received by members of the public. Advised that GCC had responded in line with their enforcement protocol and National Planning Policy Guidance relevant to planning enforcement action.
· Further advised that the washplant was unauthorised and remained at risk.

NB:  Enquired about items of equipment near the bopunday with the former Gas Workers 
         Cottages.

RH:  Confirmned that the items were being stored there and were in association with the new
        Washplant installation.

SP:   Nothing further to add about complaints received.

AR:  Raised a point about dust in the locality and asked how many road sweepers do Allstone have.

RH:  Confirmed that Allstone owned one road sweeper which a new model and the quietest 
        Available at the time of its purchase.


AR:  Explained that when she had discussed the road sweeper with RH on her site visit, RH had 
        advised the new road sweeper was “whisper quiet”.

RH:  Advised he had not used the words whisper quiet.

RH:  Recent noise from the sweeper was attributable to the Old Boys Car Park having been swept 
        and all of the gulleys having been emptied and it was a big job to complete.

AR:  Advised that she had heard the raod sweeper 2 weeks ago along Horton Road.

RH:  Advised that the road sweeper does not operate alomg Horton Raod so AR must have been 
        Mistaken.

AR:  General feeling from local residents related to noise, dust and traffic but no specific dates 
        were provided by local residents.

AR:  Raised a point about Allstone providing additional boundary screening in the area close to the 
        Irish Club. She asked if the boundary could be thickened up as she thought that this would be 
        very helpful in terms of containing dust and would be a positive mitigation measure which 
        would prove very effective to replace what had previously been there and would provide 
        effective extra cushioning.

LT:  Enquired with RH about the next edition of the newsletter.

RH: Advised that he had all of the content gathered but had been very busy on other matters and 
       would try and get this sorted as soon as possible.

LT:  Enquired about dates for next years Liaison Group meetings and to ensure that they are co-
       ordinated with the quarterly tonnage returns.

PD: Undertook to circulate 2023 meeting dates following discussion with LT.

AR:  Advised that she had meetings with local residents and also circulated fliers for those 
        meetings and she would be happy for Scott to attend these meetings as one of the Local 
        Community Repesentatives.

AR:  Confirmed that she would circulate the fliers to the rest of the group for their information.

End

NB:  Due to a technical glitch with RH’s computer the meeting was temporarily interrupted but all 
        of the relevant Agenda Items were discussed.
